40                     LORD  READING

knows, and those who do not know it will have to learn,
and will learn it, that America has only fought and will
only fight for liberty, that she will never fight for aggression
or world-domination, that her great ideal of liberty and
democracy was that for which alone she would draw the
sword. As in the past so now, once it is drawn, as we know
from the speeches made by your President, when you once
have started, and it has been made clear that only force
can rule, as Germany has taken care to make apparent to
every one, then it is only with force that she can be met,
it is only with the sword that she will be met.

" Make your people realize the War. We who have been
engaged in it from the first, we in England who have seen
the war carried over her by Zeppelin and aeroplane, and
by the bombardment of defenceless towns, do not fail to
understand what the War is, but it is more difficult when
you are far away. The other evening I stood at the door of
the Embassy, here in Washington, seeing a guest out.
Then I noticed it was evening, and the guest turned to me
and said, " Yes, isn't it a beautiful night ? " Unwittingly
it came to me at once that it was a beautiful night, a very
clear moonlight night, because to us Englishmen that means
almost certainly there will be an air raid, and defenceless
men, women and children are to be killed. And so strongly
does it eat into you that I tell you that the realization of
a beautiful night here produced the same thought to me,
three thousand miles away, as it would have produced on
my own doorstep in London in England.

" We know what war means. We have our wounded
brought home. We see trains of them. We see them, I
was going to say, in every street. We have our losses, our
casualties. We have had them for a long time. We have
all suffered, we have aH to pay tribute, every one of us, in
one form or other. Every one of us has had to lose some-
body, we have all our own in the field of battle. All we care
for is there. All our eyes and hearts are strained to the
utmost watching what is happening as we read the news.
To-day what is happening on the battlefield brings home to
us sure knowledge that all we care for is there at the front.